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Stalin's conditions could seriously attract its own working classes, threatening the Labour movement with disruption unless it could give a reasonable answer to demands which the workers and peasants of an oppressed nationality shared with their fellow-nationals.    It might further be true that, from the point of view of revolutionary Socialism, it was undesirable to help to preserve the existence of nations whose specific outlook was bound to be destroyed once the rule of Rabbi or Mullah had come to an end.1 and also unnecessary, for the simple reason that such a precapitalist  nation  would  be  unable  to   endanger  the  Russian revolution.    According to Stalin and the Bolshevist programme the Russian workers, as Socialists and Democrats, ought simply to oppose any kind of national oppression, and to demand full equality of rights as regards language, schools, etc., for all members of any nationality, wherever they lived.2    Evidently these demands had nothing to do with the specific question whether a certain group was to be recognised as a nation or not ; they were simply conclusions from general democratic principles.    On the other hand, the Bolsheviks would oppose any special organisation within a given territory of workers who differed from their fellows merely in race, religion or mother-tongue.    As regards the true nations, as defined by Stalin, the Bolsheviks would support their right to full self-determination in the sense described above,3 including the right to set up their own national state.    The Great-Russian Bolsheviks would take upon themselves the obligation of opposing by every means any attempt by a Tsarist or bourgeois  Russian government to  retain by force within  the framework of the Empire nations that desired to establish a state of their own.    But this does not Imply that the Bolshevists would themselves suggest such a solution : 4 they would suggest that the hitherto oppressed nationalities remain voluntarily in the Russian political community, under the condition of regional territorial autonomy which was to be granted to Poland, Lithuania, the Ukraine, the Caucasus, etc.5    For the larger nations (though in the Caucasus and Turkestan, with their strong intermixture of nationalities, not always for each one separately) this involved the prospect of dominating the political and economic life of a part of the Empire, within the framework of the rights granted them by a future Constitution.    There would have been guaran-
1 See note i on p. 331.              2 op. cit., pp. 50-1.                  3 P. 326.
4 A mistake very often made in the literature on the subject, to be explained partly by confusion with post-War international Communist tactics.
5  Stalin, op. cit.3 p. 50.